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ACTSA Newsletter  May 2018 
 

For many years our annual Soweto Walk and other donations have raised money 
to fund projects in South Africa. This enables the organisations to raise money and 
materials locally. It also increases the solidarity that has existed since Apartheid 
days between the people of Wales and the community in South Africa.   

Hanef spent last Christmas with his family in South Africa and took the funds 
collected in 2017 with him to distribute. 

The 17 organisations supported were: 

• J L Dube High School - Durban; 
• CIKO Day Centre – Eastern Cape; 
• PACSA - Pietermaritzburg; 
• Young Natalians Sports Club – Pietermaritzburg; 
• New Beginnings – ECD Projects, Durban; 
• Save-Act Trust - Pietermaritzburg; 
• Northdale Primary School - Pietermaritzburg; 
• Zisize Educational Trust – Ingwavuma, Pongola. 
• Sports Veterans Association- KZN 
• Love to Live Campaign – Pietermaritzburg 
• Silver Heights Secondary School - Pietermaritzburg 
• Mount Pleasant Primary School - Pietermaritzburg 
• Umsilinga Primary School - Pietermaritzburg 
• Sawela Creche - Ozwathini 
• 3 schools in Informal settlements in Ladysmith 
• MKMVA: Moses Mabhida Region (Mkhonto Wesizwe Military Veterans 

Association) 
• Historically deprived schools in KwaDukuza (Stanger), Ilembe District 

Municipality 

A number of reports from supported organisations are set out below. They make 
interesting reading and show the value of the support that we give. 

If you haven’t supported this work yet then please send donations to:  

Hanef Bhamjee, 43 Glenroy Street, Roath, Cardiff, CF24 3JX.  

Cheques should be made payable to ‘ACTSA Cymru’. 

You can also make a donation via our fundraising site: 
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/actionforsouthernafrica-walescymru-
cymruactsa 

We also have a website and Facebook page. These can be found at: 
http://actsacymru.org and https://www.facebook.com/ACTSA-CYMRU-
795666960554640/ 
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Zisize 

 

 

Dear Hanef, 

Thank you for understanding that it is not possible for Zisize to send a representative from 
Ingwavuma (or for me to travel from Cape Town) this year. We very much appreciate the 
relationship with ACTSA and the financial help it gives and are keen to spend it where it 
will benefit those most in need. 

Last year’s grant of R7000 was spent on school uniform for children too poor to be able to 
buy one, along with shoes, sometimes the first pair they have ever had. This year’s grant 
of R10,000 will go towards the garden project. Siyabonga. 

Zisize operates holistically to uplift orphans and vulnerable children and their families. It 
does this via a range of programmes. 

In addition to Zisize running 4 creches, Zisize ECD manager also provides training for 10 
community crèche leaders and 10 Grade R class teachers. More than 500 children benefit. 

Our education trainer provides Molteno training for Grades 1-3 in 7 primary schools and a 
digital learning programme for Grade 4 pupils in English and Maths at 7 primary schools. 

The Career Guidance Office offers advice to prospective students and assists them with 
both applications and the funds (where needed) to apply for a place and to register at 
University. 40 students who would not otherwise afford to attend university receive 
monthly support with rent and food and even more receive help with books. We also 
advise on careers which do not require a university degree. Zisize currently has 100 EPWP 
staff, unemployed community members who receive training – many go on to study under 
Zisize bursary scheme or become employed. 

The Life Skills Programme is available to Primary age children via Girls Clubs and 
Amabutho groups, both of which encourage leadership skills, self- confidence and skills 
which will benefit them throughout life. They learn how to create a permaculture garden, 
Zulu dance, carry out community service for the elderly, visit children in hospital and 
have discussion groups. At our three partner high schools we offer peer educator 
counselling, sexual health and economic empowerment, encouraging entrepreneurship 
and saving. 

Zisize’s nurse operates in both primary and high schools and the community and while she 
conducts confidential HIV testing and counselling, she also deals with a whole range of 
other health issues and helps people access government health services. 

Zisize’s social workers assess foster families; assist those without birth certificates or ID to 
access them which enables them to apply for social grants. They also deal with referrals 
of child abuse and neglect. Those children who cannot remain at home are cared for at 
Zisize cluster foster scheme Ekukhanyeni.  

ZISIZE (Ingwavuma) Educational Trust 
Working Towards a Brighter Future in South Africa 

PO Box 232, Ingwavuma 3968  
Tel 035 5725500  

IT/346/PMB 048-137-NPO & PBO no. 930018601  
VAT registration no. 4720241688 
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Zisize employs 20 community care workers who visit families, run playgroups, help with 
home and community gardens. They are the link with schools and Zisize’s professional 
team and they do invaluable work. 

The garden team helps families and communities to establish food gardens, builds fences 
to protect from cows and goats which roam freely. Where there is a Zisize community 
garden, a seedling nursery is also built so that they can grow their own plants from seed 
and sell surplus. Gardens only succeed where there is a water source so Zisize has 
installed a total of 9 boreholes – far more are needed as there is no functioning piped 
water supply and the drought has dried up the river and streams. 

Drought and the rising food prices in an area of very high unemployment and extreme 
poverty result in ever growing demand for help via food parcels and more children 
needing to participate in Zisize’s weekend and school holiday feeding schemes.  

Zisize also distributes clothes, school uniform and blankets. 

 

Thank you for helping to make a difference. 

 

Niki 
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 New Beginnings 
 

 
 

ETDP SETA Accreditation No.: 10034 / NPO No.: 008-473 / Reg. No.: 2009/013850/08 

P.O. Box 562060      Willow Park Primary School 
Chatsworth  Rooms  53, 54, 55, 56   
Durban, 4030 Willow Park Drive (off 39th Ave) 
Telefax: (031)4011181/4012538     Umhlatuzana 
E-mail: newbeginnings@intekom.co.za   Chatsworth 
            patsyp@intekom.co.za      DURBAN, 4092 
________________________________________________________________ 

4 February 2016 
The Secretary 
Hanef Bhamjee 
ACTSA CYMRU 
 

Dear Mr Hanef 

Letter of appreciation: New Beginnings: KZN 

New Beginnings places on record its sincere appreciation for the funding of R7000.00 received from 
your Organisation on the 7 December 2015.  As noted at the meeting, it is our intention to use the 
funding for the production of teaching aides for disadvantaged practitioners that attend ECD 
training. From our site visits, we have observed that teachers do not have basic teaching tools to 
teach young children, for example a daily programme, weather chart, bilingual discussion posters 
amongst others. Research and practice note that for the successful facilitation of children’s 
development, teachers need to have the basic resources. Whilst South Africa has some excellent 
ECD policies, unfortunately there is minimal, if not no support for ECD sites.  

Secondly, funding provided will be used to print copies of our Storybook published titled ‘Our Stories 
for Young Children’ which will be given to some of the poor crèches that we work with and used in 
training . Stories are extremely important for children’s development and this resource is sadly 
lacking in many crèches. This book is special as it is written by staff and students and celebrates the 
diversity of our people in Kwa Zulu Natal ( copy provided). In this regard, your funding contributes to 
meeting children’s early childhood needs, and the needs of the ECD practitioners.  

As requested, I am enclosing some photographs that showcase some of New Beginnings work. We 
commend you Organisation for its sterling work in raising funding to assist the work of NGO’s in  
KZN, South Africa. 

Thanking You 

 

Yours Sincerely 

Patsy Pillay 

Director 

0844210358 
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New Beginnings ELC 
 

 

          

                                                  

                        

     December 2015 Concert  
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Meeting the NGO’S in December 2015 
 

                                                      

                                                    

 

ACTSA presentations – December 2015 
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Training: Further Education and Training: ECD  
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Playgroup home based training 

 

 

Anti-bias training using dolls 
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Mandela Day – supporting “poor pensioners” with food 
hampers 
 

          

Launch of Our Stories – book for children with Felicity Keats 
(publisher), staff and Board member 
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Dube High School 
 
 
The Secretary 
ACTSA CYMRU 
43 Glenroy Street 
Roath,Cardiff 
CF243 J X  
 

Dear Sir 

Message of Appreciation : ACTSA CYMRU -Donation of R10 000.  

The School Governing Body (SGB) and the staff of Dr J L Dube High School 
wishes to express their sincere appreciation and heartfelt gratitude to 
ACTSA,Hanef and Yusuf for their unwavering support to the school. 

We have learned to welcome the donation as a tradition and culture as opposed 
to inkind gesture. We shall forever be grateful to the commitment by 
Hanef,South African representative of the organization, who have ensured that 
beneficiaries increases and an initiative is underway to set up local structure to 
support the excellent cause. 

Our pledge as a school is on ongoing improvement of academic 
achievement,and we remain committed to this cause of action in 2017.The 
project took a hard knock in 2016 when we dropped by 36.6%. We wish to 
stage a strong come back and reclaim our rightful position. 

The donation received from ACTSA will be jointly utilized to strengthen security 
measures and repair damaged well during burglary.  An attempt was made to 
break in our Computer Laboratory over December vacation. Criminals drilled a 
huge opening in order to gain access to the venue with the intention of stealing 
computers. An image of the damage is attached showing thuggery behaviour. 

The portion of donation will now be used to replace the wall and the balance to 
strengthen security at both computer and science labs. Additional beams and 
sensors will be installed in both rooms.  

Our wish to install surveillance cameras remains a wish until enough funding is 
sourced for this activity.  

Once again our big thank to ACTSA for walking this path with us for so long. 
Furthermore, in the not too distant future ,a permanent local structure will be in 
place to facilitate activities and source more funding for our organizations.  

 

Sincerely 

 

Magwaza,S C (Principal ) 
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Umsilinga Primary School 
 

 

UMSILINGA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
P.O. Box 3458, Pietermaritzburg, 3200 

Email : umsilingaprimary@gmail.com  
                     Cell: 072 995 2273 

             

19 January 2017 

ATTENTION : Mr Hanef Bhamjee 
   ACTSA CYMRU 
 

Sir 

RE : ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE SUM OF R 10 000 – 00  

The School Governing Body, Principal, staff and learners would like to express their heartfelt 
gratitude and appreciation to you for your contribution of R 10 000 – 00 towards uplifting learning 
and teaching. 

You can be rest assured that this contribution will certainly assist our underprivileged learners. 

 

May the Lord shower his richest blessings upon you and your family. 

Thank you  

 

Yours Faithfully  

S. Essa : Principal 
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UMSILINGA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
P.O. Box 3458, Pietermaritzburg, 3200 

Email : umsilingaprimary@gmail.com  
                     Cell: 072 995 2273 

             

19 January 2017 

ATTENTION : Mr Hanef Bhamjee 
   ACTSA CYMRU 
 

Sir 

 

RE : NATURE AND PROGRESS OF PROJECT AT UMSILINGA PRIMARY 

Umsilinga Primary is situated in the midst of an informal settlement, where the poverty rate is 
extremely high. Presently it has an enrolment of 1318 learners. Many learners are from child 
headed families or live with foster parents who cannot even afford to purchase uniforms. The 
meal provided at school is the only meal of the day for majority of our learners. 

The school has no electricity or running water. Sanitation is poor in the chemical toilets. 
Teaching and learning takes place in old prefabs without proper ventilation. In winter it is heart 
breaking to see learners come to school without jerseys and shoes. It is very cold in winter as 
we are overlooking Albert Falls Dam. 

Over the past two years the School Governing Body, Principal and staff have utilized your 
contributions to purchase shoes, ties and jerseys. About 130 learners have benefitted from your 
contributions thus far. This has motivated learners to attend school regularly and persevere 
against all odds. Wearing school uniform also gives the child a sense of identity. Your 
contribution has certainly touched the hearts and lifted the spirits of our learners. 

In 2017 we are committed to utilizing your contribution to purchase uniforms for orphans and 
child headed learners who attend school regularly and progress at an acceptable level. 
Approximately 70 learners will benefit. 

Learners are the future leaders of our community. Wearing school uniform gives them a sense of 
pride and sets a goal for them to achieve better results and excel at school.  

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world” 

As soon as learners receive their uniforms for 2017 photographs will be emailed to you. Once 
again we express our gratitude and appreciation to you for your sponsorship towards our 
underprivileged learners.  

May the Lord shower his richest blessings upon you and your family. 

Thank you  

 

Yours Faithfully  

 

 

  S. Essa : Principal 
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Learners New School Shoes 

Front Row:Mrs S. Essa, Principal of Umsilinga Primary, Mrs S.P. Mnyandu, Grade 2 
Educator, Behind: Mrs L.B. Nxumalo, Grade 1 Educator with learners with their new 
school shoes 
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Mrs S. Essa, Mrs S.P.P. Gcumisa and Miss M.T. Nene helping learners put on New jerseys 
and ties 

Miss M.T. Nene and Mrs S.P.P Gcumisa 
helping smaller learners to put on their new 
jerseys 
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Mrs S. Essa, Mrs S.P.P. Gcumisa and Mrs B. Mdlalose with learners from Foundation Phase 
with their new jerseys and ties 

Mrs B. Mdlalose, Miss M.T. Nene, Mrs S.P.P. Gcumisa and Mrs S. Essa with learners from 
Intermediate and Senior Phase with their new jerseys and ties 
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Pietermaritzburg Agency for Community Social Action 
(PACSA) 

 
9 January 2017 

 
Mr. Hanef Bhamjee 
Action for Southern Africa 
Wales, UK 
 
Dear Mr. Bhamjee, 
 
PACSA (Pietermaritzburg Agency for Community Social Action) thanks you and the Action for 
Southern Africa (Wales) for your generous contribution of ZAR 10 000.00 towards our advocacy 
work relating to ensuring access to sufficient and nutritious food for all South Africans.  We are 
most grateful for the continued solidarity and support from you and ACTSA in our work.   
 
As you are aware PACSA has been involved in work around social justice for 32 years starting out 
as an anti-apartheid organisation and now working to eradicate the massive inequalities that 
apartheid has inflicted on our society.  Your continued contribution makes our work possible and 
continues the tradition of global solidarity to affect a just and equitable society in which all 
people live in dignity.  We hope that this tradition and collaboration between PACSA and 
ACTSA-Wales will continue into the future.   
 
We attach a short report of some of the high-light activities that PACSA was engaged in during 
2016 and we hope that you will find this informative.  For more information on our work please 
visit our website at www.pacsa.org.za where you and other ACTSA members could request to 
receive our monthly e-newsletter. 
 
Sincerely 
 

 
 
Mervyn Abrahams 
PACSA Director 
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REPORT ON HIGHLIGHTS OF PACSA’s WORK IN 2016 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
2016 was an important year in South Africa’s continuing democratic process.  During the year we 
saw large sections of our society taking part in social mobilization for greater democracy, service 
delivery, development and economic justice.  This includes the #FeesMustFall campaign by 
students on university campuses’ which questioned the persistence of a colonial and racist 
trajectory which continues into our post-apartheid social reality and for free universal education;  
the #Save SA campaign which focussed on state capture; and numerous protests for greater 
efficiency in delivering basic services to poor communities.  In the August 2016 local government 
elections we saw the ANC losing control of three major municipalities to coalition of opposition 
parties.  In response to this mobilization, and in concert with it, PACSA initiated a number of 
actions in line with our mission to build a just and equitable society in which all live in dignity.  This 
report gives a snapshot on four activities conducted in 2016 and in which the funds from ACTSA 
played a role.  These are: 
 

1. Research and Advocacy on Food Prices 
2. A Roundtable discussion on the political importance of the 2016 local government 

elections 
3. The Maritzburg Social Justice Film and Arts Festival at the Pietermaritzburg campus of the 

University of KwaZulu-Natal  
4. Important Court Victory for the Electricity Action Group 

 

Research and Advocacy: Influencing Policy on Food in South Africa  
On the 13th October PACSA released its 2016 Food Price Barometer Annual Report. 1  The report 
details how food prices has skyrocketed during 2016 as a result of the drought but also massive 
profits by retailers putting household food security for the poor at risk.  PACSA’s research on food 
prices and its implication for poor households are used extensively by the media, academics and 
now by government departments.  
 
Our advocacy work on food prices has included: 

• A presentation to 430 dieticians and nutritionists from all over South Africa at the KZN 
Department of Health Integrated Nutrition Programme Symposium on 14th October 2016 
and to the South African Sugar Association Nutrition Symposium on 3rd November 2016. 

• A presentation  at a high level meeting hosted by Studies in Poverty and Inequality (SPII) 
on 10 November on ‘Towards a decent standard of living’ attended by a number of 
government officials.  

• Participated in a seminar on food security hosted by the Centre of Excellence in Food 
Security (CoE-FS) at the University of the Western Cape;  

• A Southern Africa Food Lab high-level workshop on the food system attended by 
representatives across the entire food system 

• Presentation at the Kwazulu-Natal provincial Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development’s strategic planning session on the political economy influencing access to 
food. 

  
PACSA’s input in these spaces of influence highlighted the centrality of food affordability to 
achieving a decent standard of living for poor South Africans. Furthermore, that the food system 
is embedded in the broader economic system, including labour market dynamics and that one 

                                     
1 See the report at 
http://www.pacsa.org.za/images/food_barometer/2016/2016_PACSA_Food_Price_Barometer_RE
DUCED.pdf.  To see the media coverage on our work see www,pacsa.org.za 
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can’t look at any of the issues concerning access to sufficient and nutritious food in isolation, you 
have to tackle the issues systemically. 
  
The affordability struggles of households to secure a diversity of good quality nutritious food and 
how women cut back on their own nutrition to ensure that their children are able to access 
meat, fish and eggs, dairy and vegetables. The implication of this strategy is resulting in 
deterioration in health and well-being in women’s bodies and heralds a serious threat to the 
public health care system. 
  
We stressed that the question of affordability of food must be addressed through restructuring 
the labour market and finding ways to put more money in people’s pockets; and that the health 
sector should not be the entry point for remedy as the problems of poor nutrition lie in the way 
our economy is structured and performing. We have a situation where national government is 
spending a large part of our tax revenues on the health sector, dealing with problems caused by 
under-nutrition, rather than dealing with the food question directly. We found that PACSA’s entry 
point into good quality nutrition through the optic of affordability resonated and created much 
debate with the audiences. 
    

 
 

  
Electricity Action Group wins important court victory  

On Thursday the 28th July 2016 the first public interest case in the country to clarify the rights of 
citizens to access free basic electricity was to be heard in the Pietermaritzburg High Court. The 
case was brought by the Electricity Action Group [EAG], a group of mostly elderly women 
residing in low-income households from communities across Pietermaritzburg, who are supported 
by PACSA. 
 
It was to test the failure of Msunduzi Municipality and Eskom to provide free basic electricity to 
low-income families who access electricity through a prepaid meter on the basis of being 
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discriminatory, unlawful and unconstitutional. The EAG was represented by the Legal Resources 
Centre. This case was to bring to a close a 6 year battle by Pietermaritzburg’s citizens for 
affordable electricity; and to be heard, treated with dignity and for justice to prevail. 
 

 
Members of the Electricity Action Group on the steps of the Pietermaritzburg High Court 
  
For 13 years Msunduzi Municipality (Pietermaritzburg) has had the policy framework and systems 
in place, and the money to help low-income families afford electricity but they had chosen not 
too. This decision pushed tens of thousands of families deeper into debt and forced them to put 
their families’ lives at risk by using unsafe sources of energy to cook food, keep the lights on, and 
their families warm and secure. It excluded and discriminated against low-income families in the 
city; families who were not given a choice to have a prepaid meter, and who are struggling to 
pay expensive electricity tariffs, whilst also paying for transport, education and putting food on 
the table. 
  
On the 28th July 2016, in the Pietermaritzburg High Court, a settlement was reached by the 
Msunduzi Local Municipality and Eskom Holding Limited and the Electricity Action Group (EAG), 
represented by the Legal Resources Centre, to provide free basic electricity to low-income 
households using prepaid electricity meters. 
  
After a few hours of negotiations, the following was made an order of Court: 
 
• Indigent households in the Msunduzi Municipality’s jurisdiction using prepaid electricity meters 
qualify for free basic electricity, and are not to be excluded by virtue of using prepaid meters. 
 
• Where the Municipality is the service provider, it shall provide the same allocation of free basic 
electricity to qualifying households using prepaid meters as it provides to all other indigent 
households on the credit meter system (currently 70kWh per month to each qualifying 
household). 
 
• Where Eskom is the service provider under the Msunduzi Municipal jurisdiction, Eskom shall 
provide free basic electricity to qualifying indigent house-holds who access electricity using 
prepaid electricity meters, in terms of a valid written agreement between Eskom and the 
Msunduzi Municipality. 
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• The Msunduzi Municipality shall take all steps necessary to repair and/or replace the Applicants 
prepaid electricity meters by 31 October 2016. 
 
• The Msunduzi Municipality shall deliver a report to the LRC by 31 October 2016 setting out the 
steps that it has taken to comply with the order of court. 
 
• In the event of any dispute arising regarding the implementation of this order, any party may 
re-enrol this application. 
  
The EAG’s court victory was important to win. But the struggle to win has meaning beyond 
accessing 70kWh of free electricity. Doreen Taylor expressed what we had all been feeling – 
pride. She said, “We did it. We won. We have been belittled, shouted and sworn at. We have 
been humiliated and shunned. We did not give up. For 6 years we never ever gave up. We 
fought. And we fought and today we walk out of here with a victory which we claim, not just for 
us; but for everybody. We did this for everybody. And we didn’t have to. We sacrificed ourselves 
for something bigger than ourselves. I am so happy today. I am so proud of us. We did good.” 
 
The access to affordable electricity is critical to decrease the level of disparity in society. This 
public interest case was included in the EAG’s broader campaign which is about dignity, about 
love, humanity and justice. It is about everyone having services (electricity, water, decent toilets, 
frequent refuse removal, street lights that work, decent schools for our children, enough and 
nutritious food, good quality health care and safe and reliable transport) so that all people can 
live in dignity. 
 

  
Members of the Electricity Action Group celebrate their court victory 
 
Roundtable discussion on the political importance of the 2016 local 
government elections 
On the 14th September 2016, PACSA, in collaboration with the Catholic Parliamentary Liaison 
Office (CPLO) hosted a roundtable discussion on the theme ‘Does the outcome of the 2016 
Local Government Elections indicate a major shift in South African politics? This roundtable was 
attended by 42 people.    
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Dr Lubna Nadvi and Mr. Ralph Mathekga, both well-known political analysts, provided their 
perspectives on the meaning we can draw from the election outcome. Both speakers agreed 
that the political terrain has become more fluid and that urban voters have become more 
sceptical of the ANC’s ability to reform itself and provide the necessary services required by a 
growing urban population. 
 

 
Mr Ralph Mathekga, Advocate Michael Pothier, Dr Lubna Nadvi and Mervyn Abrahams, Director 
of PACSA at the roundtable discussion  
 
The ‘real news’ of the elections was not so much the growth of support for opposition parties but 
rather the political sophistication shown by a large body of Black voters who tactically stayed 
away from the polls and thus handed the opposition a victory rather than vote for the opposition 
parties. This means that a large number of erstwhile ANC supporters find themselves in a ‘political 
transit lounge’ waiting to see whether the ANC, at a national and provincial level, will reform and 
put the interest of the country before that of the party. How these voters judge what transpires in 
the ANC over the next year or two could significantly impact on the ANC’s ability to hold onto 
power in 2019. In this sense it is difficult to predict how the 2019 national elections could go 
because it depends, in large measure, how those who stayed away from the polls in 2016 vote. 
 
The discussions also surfaced the possibility that real politics has shifted from the political parties 
to societal movements. One such example was the #FeesMustFall movement which started on 
university campuses and dominating our political discourse. This movement captured the 
frustration of the youth and carries within it a desire for alternative forms of democracy; an 
economic policy that takes redistribution seriously; and questioning the value of institutions to 
take transformation of our society forward. These movements provide opportunities to strengthen 
civil society voice and action. 
 
An important outcome of the elections is also the growing strength of the South African electoral 
system. That the ANC accepted defeat and was prepared to go into opposition in these 
economic powerful cities such as Johannesburg, Tshwane and Nelson Mandela Bay is not 
insignificant for the democratic project. 
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Participants at the roundtable discussion 
 

Maritzburg Social Justice Film and Arts Festival 
The 2016 Social Justice Film and Arts Festival took place on the Pietermaritzburg campus of the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal on the 22, 28 and 29 October 2016. The theme was “Imagine we all 
resisted . . . where-ever we are”.  
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Internationally acclaimed photographer Cedric Nunn launches his photograph exhibition, 
‘Unsettled: 100 years’ war of resistance by Xhosa against Boer and British’ at the festival 
 
About 1300 people participated in the various festival events which included the Cedric Nunn 
photograph exhibition entitled ‘Unsettled: 100 years’ war of resistance by Xhosa against Boer and 
British’; a Jazz Festival by the Cape Jazz trio of Mervyn Africa, Trudy Rushin, and Errol Dyer; a 
poetry and music celebration which included artists such as Thobeka Sigwinta, Zion Vilakazi and 
Nhlanhla Mkhwanazi; Comic Art Workshop entitled,’ eMandulo Dreamings: Cartooning our 
histories and futures’, facilitated by Nomalanga Mkhize, Xolile Madinda, and Mkonto Gwazela 
from Grahamstown; a Discussion Forum on #FeesMustFall which was attended by 120 students 
and academics; an International Food Festival, in partnership with the KZN Language Institute, 
which showcased a broad range of food and foregrounded a politics of food; and the 
screening of 5 Films; The Shore break, Miners Shot Down, The Square, Fourth World War, and 
‘Amalungelo: Forgotten Citizens’. 
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A discussion on #FeesMustFall movement during the festival  
 

 
Various activities at the festival 
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 Young poets share the view of the world at the festival 
 
The festival serves as a space for social justice conscientisation and bringing together activists 
and artists to engage, network, imagine, celebrate struggle and draw inspiration for our various 
social justice struggles. Having had the festival on the local university campus at a time of student 
protests allowed the festival to be inserted physically into a local site of resistance around 
education as an elitist project and imaging a more accessible and democratic educational 
system. A week prior to the festival the militarization of the campus was at its height and a PACSA 
staff member was shot by police while a number of students were arrested. In a sense, the 
festival provided a space for dialogue by the students on their struggle as made evident by the 
120 who attended the discussion forum on #FeesMustFall. This discussion brought home to us that 
the space provided by the festival is itself a space of resistance because it questions the 
hegemonic narratives and explore alternative forms of democracy and the exercise of power. 
 
It is really encouraging to see how the festival has grown over the years both in terms of the 
numbers of people attending, the depth of the events on offer, drawing artists from around the 
country while still providing for emerging local artists and how it has become part of the city’s 
social calendar. A short video of the festival will be on the PACSA website soon.  
  
CONCLUSION 
These four actions reported on express on a snapshot of PACSA’s work in 2016 in which funds 
from ACTSA was utilized.  These interventions are also indicative of the challenges we as a 
country face while simultaneously celebrating, through the film and arts festival, the hope that 
still drives us to build a society that provides dignity for all who live here.  We express our 
appreciation and thanks to ACTSA and other international solidarity friends who remain 
committed to South Africa and its people and who stand in solidarity with us as we continue the 
journey started in 1994 to build a truly democratic sfdfdfdociety in which each live in dignity.  
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